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1. Name 

historic Starved Rock (11-Ls-12) 

and/or ~ 0 m n o n  Site of Fort St. ~ouis/~e Rocher 

2. Location 
Rte 7t) 

street & number Starved Rock State Park (6 miles west of Ottawa, off 2 no or publication 

city, town Y vicinity of Ut icacongressional district 

state Illinois code 17 county LaSalle code 099 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status 
- district L public 2 occupied 
- building(s) - private - unoccupied 
- structure - both - work in progress 
A site Public Acquisition Accessible 
- object - in process - yes: restricted 

- being considered yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present Use 
- agriculture -2 museum 
- commercial 2 park 
- educational - private residence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - transportation 
- militarv - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
- - - -  

name State of Illinois, Department of Conservation 

street & number Bureau of Public Lands and Historic Sites 

city, town Springfield - vicinity of state Illinois 
- 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. State of Illinois Department of Conservation 

street 81 number Bureau of Public Lands and Historic Sites 

city, town S ~ r u i e l  d state Illinois 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
- - 

Buildings 
title National Survey of Historic Sites and has this property been determined elegible? L yes - no 

date 6/29/58 Z federal - state - county - local 

depository for survey records National Park Sewice 

city, town Washington, D . c . state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent deteriorated - unaltered x original site 
x good - ruins _x_ altered - moved date 
- fair - unexposed 

p a r t l y  excavated 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Starved Rock is t h e  c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e  of Starved Rock S t a t e  Park, s i x  m i l e s  w e s t  of 
Ottawa, I l l i n o i s ,  o f f  Route 71. The prominent rock formation wi th  a f l a t  t op  
and sheer  s i d e s  rises about 150 f e e t  from t h e  south  bank of t h e  I l l i n o i s  River. 
Composed of S t .  P e t e r ' s  sandstone, capped by coa l  measures, Starved Rock i s  t h e  
most famous of t h e  g l a c i e r  carved sandstone b l u f f s ,  canyons and overhangs t h a t  
l i n e  t h e  southern bank of t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h e  park. These outcroppings were brought 
t o  t h e  su r face  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of a huge upfold, t h e  LaSalle  Ant ic l ine .  The park 
a r e a  i s  mostly fo res t ed ,  with r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  inc luding  a l a r g e  C i v i l i a n  
Conservation Corps (CCC) cons t ruc ted  lodge i n  t h e  west s e c t o r  of t h e  park. 

The fol lowing i s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  completed For t  S t .  Louis by LaSalle: "Two 
leagues f u r t h e r  down (from t h e  Pes t ikou i ,  Fox) is  t h e  o ld  v i l l a g e  of t h e  Kaskaskias, 
I l l i n o i s ,  who had abandoned i t  s i n c e  t h e  rou t  caused t h r e e  yea r s  ago by t h e  Iroquois .  
The news of t h e  f o r t  which T had b u i l t  he re  c a l l e d  them back t h e r e  wi th  o t h e r  na t ions .  
It is  s i t u a t e d  s i x  leagues ( t h e  Library of Congress t r a n s c r i p t  reads  h a l f  a league. 
S ix  is an e r r o r  i n  Margry ( 3 .  A. Brown, p. 12) below s a i d  v i l l a g e  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  
i n  going down t h e  r i v e r ,  on t h e  he ight  of a rock s t e e p  on almost a l l  s i d e s ,  which 
i t  ba thes  by t h e  f o o t  i n  such a way t h a t  one can draw water  t h e r e  from t h e  summit of 
t h e  rock, which has s i x  hundred f e e t  circumference. It i s  a c c e s s i b l e  only on one s i d e  
where t h e  rise is  s t i l l  q u i t e  s t eep .  This s i d e  is  closed by a pa l i s ade  of whi te  oak 
pos t s  from e i g h t  t o  t e n  inches i n  diameter and twenty-two f e e t  high,  f lanked by t h r e e  
redoubts made of squared pos t s  s e t  one upon t h e  o t h e r  a t  t h e  same he igh t ,  placed i n  
such a way t h a t  one suppor ts  t h e  o the r .  The r e s t  of t h e  enc losure  of t h e  rock i s  
surrounded by a s i m i l a r  pa l i s ade  only f i f t e e n  f e e t  h igh  because it is  not  a c c e s s i b l e  
and backed by fou r  o t h e r s ,  s i m i l a r ,  behind t h e  pa l i sade .  There is  a parapet  of b i g  
t r e e s  l a i d  lengthwise,  one on t h e  o t h e r ,  t o  t h e  he ight  of two men, t h e  whole f i l l e d  
i n  wi th  ea r th ;  and a t  t h e  he ight  of t h e  p a l i s a d e  is  a s o r t  of  "cheval de  f r i s e " ,  
t h e  po in t s  of which a r e  i r o n  t o  prevent climbing over.  The neighboring rocks a r e  
a l l  lower than t h i s  one and t h e  nea res t  one i s  two hundred paces away, t h e  o t h e r s  
more, between which and t h e  For t  S t .  Louis t h e r e  l ies,  on two s i d e s ,  a l a r g e  v a l l e y ,  
which a s t ream c u t s  through t h e  middle and f loods  when i t  r a i n s .  On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
is a p r a i r i e  which borders  t h e  river, i n  which, a t  t h e  foo t  of ' t h e  f o r t  t h e r e  
is a b e a u t i f u l  i s l a n d ,  formerly c l ea red  by t h e  I l l i n o i s ,  where I and my inhab i t an t s  
have done our  sowing wi th in  reach of t h e  muskets of t h e  f o r t  i n  such a way t h a t  one 

, can  defend t h e  workers from wi th in  t h e  f o r t  and prevent  t h e  enemies from landing  
on t h e  i s l and .  The edge of t h e  rock which surrounds t h e  f o r t ,  a s  1: have j u s t  
r e l a t e d ,  is covered wi th  oaks t o  a depth of t h r e e  o r  fou r  a rpen t s ,  a f t e r  which 
t h e r e  a r e  v a s t  f i e l d s  of very good s o i l .  The o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  is bordered 
by a g rea t  p r a i r i e  which t h e  I l l i n o i s  formerly c u l t i v a t e d .  This  p r a i r i e  ends i n  a 
h i l l  which r e igns  a l l  a lone,  t h e  s lope  of which is  i n  p l aces  covered wi th  woods and 
l eaves  i n  o t h e r  p laces  g rea t  openings through which one d iscovers  t h e  f i e l d s  which 
extend beyond* * *'I (Anderson, 1896). 

(Continued) 



8. significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
X 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
- 1800-1 899 
- 190& 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
x archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
- architecture - education - military - social1 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce x explorationlsettlement - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry - politics/government - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 
-- - 

Specific dates 1682-83--1691 BuilderIArchitect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

For t  S t .  Louis w a s  chosen by LaSalle  a s  t h e  base  f o r  h i s  admin i s t r a t ion  and planned 
development of t h e  Miss i s s ipp i  Valley fol lowing h i s  voyage of discovery down t h e  
Miss i s s ipp i  River t o  t h e  Gulf of Mexico. LaSalle  who had claimed t h e  Miss i s s ipp i  
Valley f o r  t h e  French, w a s  given t h e  power t o  govern t r a d e  i n  t h e  I l l i n o i s  country. 
I n  1683, For t  S t .  Louis was b u i l t  on top  of Starved Rock, a prominent rock formation 
on t h e  south  bank of t h e  I l l i n o i s  River and ac ross  from t h e  Grand Vi l lage  of t h e  
Kaskaskia- I l l inois .  For t  S t .  Louis was t h e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  cen te r  and was meant t o  be 
a l i n k  i n  a cha in  of f o r t s  which were expected t o  conf ine  t h e  English co lonies  t o  t h e  
e a s t  coas t .  The f o r t  a l s o  had a s t r a t e g i c  pos i t i on ;  towering above t h e  lowest r ap ids  
i n  t h e  I l l i n o i s  River,  it con t ro l l ed  a main passage from Canada t o  t h e  south. 

The s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  f o r t ' s  p o s i t i o n  a l s o  was inf luenced by t h e  Indian  se t t lement  
loca t ion .  The f i r s t  Europeans known t o  e n t e r  t h e  a r e a ,  Louis J o l l i e t  and 
Fr. Jacques Marquette, stopped a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  of t h e  I l l i n o i s  Kaskaskia i n  August 1673. 
The v i l l a g e  was e a s t  of Starved Rock ( c a l l e d  LeRocher by t h e  French) on t h e  no r th  bank 
of t h e  r i v e r .  Two yea r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1675, Fr. Marquette re turned  t o  Kaskaskia and 
founded t h e  mission of t h e  Immaculate Conception, t h e  f i r s t  mission i n  I l l i n o i s  

I n  1673, J o l l i e t  and Marquette found a v i l l a g e  of 73 cabins,  but  by 1680 t h e  
Kaskaskia had been joined by o t h e r  I l l i n o i s  groups and t h e  community had grown t o  
400-550 cabins ,  wi th  a t o t a l  populat ion of 6,000-9,000 persons. Af ter  t h e  des t ruc t ion  
of t h e  Kaskaskia v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1680 by t h e  I roquois ,  t h e  I l l i n o i s  abandoned 
t h e  s i t e  f o r  about t h r e e  yea r s  and re turned  only a f t e r  LaSalle  and Tont i  had completed 
For t  S t .  Louis dur ing  t h e  winter  of 1682-83 (J.A. Brown, p.7). The I l l i n o i s  s e t t l e -  
ment may have included about 300 cabins,  probably i n  a s e r i e s  of contiguous v i l l a g e s .  
The I l l i n o i s  remained a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  f o r  about n ine  years ,  and then removed i n  t h e  
winter  of 1691-92 t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Peor ia  where Tont i  had r ees t ab l i shed  h i s  f o r t  
( J .  Brown, p. 7-8). 

A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  I l l i n o i s  r e s e t t l e d  near  Starved Rock i n  1683, LaSalle  and Tont i  
had a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  s e v e r a l  f r i e n d l y  t r i b e s  who had h i t h e r t o  had l i t t l e  
connection wi th  t h e  a rea .  These included a number of t h e  M i a m i  and t h e i r  member 
v i l l a g e s ,  a s  we l l  a s  s e v e r a l  bands of Shawnee and Mahicans. The Miami, Shawnee, 
and probably t h e  Mahicans, l e f t  t h e  f o r t  and genera l  v i c i n i t y  i n  1688 and 1689 
(J. Brown, p.8). 

(Continued) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n  shee t )  

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property a p p r o x i m a t e l y  25 a c r e s  

Quadrangle name 

UMT References 

4151716111510 
A [LL61 Zone Easting 'Northing 

Quadrangle scale 7.5 

B l l 1 6 1  13(313(513101 141517151817101 
Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal b~undary~description and justification 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet )  

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

1 1 . Form Prepared By 
- -- - -- - - -- --  

nameltitle Margare t  K i m b a l l  Brown 

organization date 9/11/84 

street & number R u r a l  Route  1, Box 1 2  telephone 618-284-3303 

city ortown P r a i r i e  d u  Rocher state I l l i n o i s  62277 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
. -- 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8 s  
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title n date 

GPO 938 835 
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A later p a r t y  journeying on t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  River  desc r ibed  t h e  f o r t  i n  ope ra t i on  under 
Henri de Ton t i  a s  fol lows:  " ~ a t d r e  f o r t i f i e d  i t ,  being s t e e p  a l l  around except  on one 
s i d e ,  s t i l l  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t ,  by which one mounts i t .  The r i v e r  pa s se s  a t  t h e  f o o t  and 
PI. Ton t i  has  had fou r  b i g  p i eces  of wood placed s o  t h a t  one might draw water  from on high 
i n  c a s e  anyone came t o  a t t a c k  i t .  The f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  cons i s t ed  only of p a l i s a d e s  and i n  
a few houses a t  t h e  edge which enc lose  i t .  The p l a c e  does n o t  con ta in  much more than  an 
a rpen t  and a h a l f  i n  circumference. There a r e  s e v e r a l  houses b u i l t  of p i e c e s  of wood and 
o t h e r ,  more temporary ("plus l ege re s " ) ,  which a r e  only s t a k e s .  They were cons t ruc ted  f o r  
M. Ton t i  a f t e r  he  had r e tu rned  (1687), and which he  set a s i d e  f o r  1.1. de  La S a l l e  a t  h i s  
a r r i v a l ,  no t  knowing of h i s  mis for tune  and h i s  dea th .  Outside of t h e  s a i d  houses f o r  t h e  
French who were a t  t h e  s a i d  p l ace ,  t h e r e  were a l s o  a number of h u t s  of savages who had 
come t o  b u i l d  t h e  s a i d  f o r t .  .... There were a t  t h a t  t i m e  s e v e r a l  f a m i l i e s  of savages who 
l i v e d  i n  t h e  s a i d  f o r t . .  . . The houses reached t o  t h e  edge of t h e  rock and i n  t h e  p l aces  
where t h e r e  weren ' t  any houses  t h e r e  were pa l i s ades . "  (Margry, Vol. 111: 494-495) 

For t  S t .  Louis was abandoned by Tont i  i n  1691, and al though i t  may have been used b r i e f l y  
by P i e r r e  D e l i e t t e  i n  1714-18, i t  soon f e l l  i n t o  decay. There a r e  no v i s i b l e  remains of 
t h e  17th cen tury  f o r t  today on t h e  n e a r l y  f l a t  top  of Starved Rock which i s  s p a r s e l y  
wooded. A pa th  and s t a i r s  l e a d  t o  t h e  t op  and a walkway e n c i r c l e s  t h e  top .  A t  l e a s t  
f ou r  a r cheo log ica l  excava t ions  have i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  f o r t  s i t e  on t h e  t op  of t h e  Rock. 
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A f t e r  La S a l l e ' s  d e a t h  i n  Texas, t h e  f o r t  under t h e  command of Henri  d e  Ton t i ,  was 
a  base  of French and Ind i an  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  I roquo i s .  Under mounting 
p r e s s u r e  from t h e i r  enemies, t h e  Ind i ans  f i n a l l y  d e s e r t e d  S ta rved  Rock f o r  s a f e r  
t e r r i t o r y  and t h e  f o r t ' s  u se fu lnes s  t o  t h e  French was ended. The I l l i n o i s  decided 
t o  move sou th  and t h e  French followed. Fo r t  S t .  Louis was abandoned i n  1691. 

The a r e a  w a s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  i nhab i t ed  f o r  s h o r t  pe r iods  by o t h e r  Ind i an  groups a f t e r  
t h e  I l l i n o i s  l e f t  i n  1691. The o l d  f o r t  s i t e  b r i e f l y  rega ined  p o l i t i c a l  importance 
when P i e r r e  Deliette was appointed commandant of t h e  I l l i n o i s  i n  1714 and r e tu rned  
t o  t h e  rock. But w i th  t h e  pa s s ing  of t h e  I l l i n o i s  country from t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
of Canada t o  Louis iana i n  1718, t h e  pos t  on t h e  rock  was permanently abandoned 
(J. Brown, p .8 ) .  

Two n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r i c  landmarks, S ta rved  Rock and Old Kaskaskia V i l l a g e  ( t h e  
Zimmerman s i t e )  were des igna ted  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  s h o r t  pe r iod ,  approximately 1673-1691, 
when a  l a r g e  number of I nd i an  v i l l a g e s  c l u s t e r e d  about  Fo r t  S t .  Louis.  Approximately 
a  mi l e  a p a r t  and on o p p o s i t e  s i d e s  of t h e  I l l i n o i s  River ,  t h e s e  two s i t e s  a r e  r e l a t e d  
and were occupied du r ing  much of t h e  same t ime,  bu t  were nominated f o r  very  d i f f e r e n t  
reasons .  S ta rved  Rock was t h e  f i r s t  major c e n t e r  of French i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  I l l i n o i s  
count ry ,  wh i l e  Old Kaskaskia V i l l a g e  is  one of t h e  b e s t  known h i s t o r i c  Ind ian  V i l l ages ,  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  an e x c e l l e n t  example of Nat ive  Americans undergoing r a p i d  c u l t u r e  change. 

It is  known t h a t  many t r i b e s  occupied long  s t r e t c h e s  of bo th  s i d e s  of t h e  r i v e r  bank 
du r ing  t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  cen tury .  Also t h e  gene ra l  a r e a  was u t i l i z e d  from Paleo-Indian 
per iod  on and s i t e s  from t h e  Archaic through Upper Mis s i s s ipp i an  have been l o c a t e d  
i n  surveys.  Remains of a  temporary 1682 f o r t  s i t e  and a s s o c i a t e d  Ind ian  v i l l a g e s  
may a l s o  e x i s t  i n  t h e  park.  The Newel1 s i t e  (Ls-206) which had abundant French 
m a t e r i a l s  and i s  s a i d  t o  have a  s tockade ,  is  probably of t h i s  per iod .  

LATER HISTORIC PERIOD 

A f t e r  1700 t h e  f o r t  w a s  i n  i r r e g u l a r  u s e  by t r a d i n g  exped i t i ons  and Ind ians .  It 
f e l l  i n t o  decay and d i sappeared .  I nd i an  legend h a s  i t  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  1760 's  a  
group of I l l i n i  took r e fuge  a t o p  t h e  rock  wh i l e  t r y i n g  t o  escape from an  Ottawa- 
Potawatomi a t t a c k .  The I l l i n i  w e r e  surrounded and s t a r v e d  i n t o  submission,  t hus  
t h e  name Sta rved  Rock. Except f o r  t h i s  legendary i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  rock  was r e l a t i v e l y  
unnot iced u n t i l  l and  booms i n  t h e  1800 's .  American s e t t l e r s  reached t h e  a r e a  from 
both  ends of t h e  I l l i n o i s  River.  For a  s h o r t  t ime t h e  a r e a  around t h e  rock  was 
t h e  s i t e  of a  l and  boom t o  make i t  " the  G i b r a l t a r  of t h e  West", a  r e s o r t  t o  a t t r a c t  
a l l  Americans. This  f a i l e d ,  bu t  t h e  a r e a  was used a s  a  p i c n i c  s p o t  f o r  many yea r s .  

(Continued) 
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La t e  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  cen tu ry ,  a  h o t e l  company developed t h e  s i t e  a s  a  vaca t i on  a r ea .  I n  
1911 i t  became a  S t a t e  park  a f t e r  a g i t a t i o n  by persons i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t s  h i s t o r y  and 
scenery.  Today S ta rved  Rock S t a t e  Park s t r e t c h e s  a long  t h e  very  s c e n i c  sou thern  
b l u f f s  above t h e  I l l i n o i s  River  ( I l l i n o i s  Department of Conservat ion) .  

EXCAVATION HISTORY OF THE AREA 

I n  1930-31, an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was undertaken on Plum I s l a n d  (Ls-3) by t h e  Un ive r s i t y  
of I l l i n o i s .  I n  1946, Sara  Jones  Tucker, Un ive r s i t y  of Chicago, reviewed t h e  
documents and maps and i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  probable  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  Grand V i l l a g e  of t h e  
Kaskaskia.  A s  p a r t  of t h i s  e thnoh i s to ry  p r o j e c t ,  i n  1947, a  j o i n t  p r o j e c t  under t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of  Kenneth G. O r r ,  Un ive r s i t y  of  Chicago, and John C. McGregor, I l l i n o i s  
S t a t e  Museum, i n v e s t i g a t e d  and t e s t e d  a t  t h e  Zimmerman s i t e  (Ls-13) and S ta rved  Rock 
(Ls-12). Nine t e s t  p i t s  w e r e  dug and t r a s h  p i t s ,  a  b u r i a l  and o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  were 
loca t ed .  Fu r the r  work was done i n  1948 and 1949 by t h e  same i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Also i n  
1949 and 1950, Richard Hagen of t h e  I l l i n o i s  Department of Pub l i c  Works and Bui ld ings  
excavated t h e r e .  A l a r g e  number of a d d i t i o n a l  f e a t u r e s  were found i n  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s ,  
i nc lud ing  a  16-foot squa re  "dugout" presumed t o  be  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  Fo r t  S t .  Louis.  

I n  1974, t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of  I l l i n o i s ,  Chicago C i r c l e ,  under Robert Ha l l ,  dug e leven  
tests p i t s  a t  S ta rved  Rock and l o c a t e d  twenty-seven f e a t u r e s ,  most of which contained 
bo th  European and Ind i an  a r t i f a c t s .  I n  1976, Edward J e l k s  and John Sav in i  surveyed 
s e l e c t e d  p o r t i o n s  of  S ta rved  Rock and Mat th iessen  S t a t e  Parks .  I n  1981, Edward J e l k s ,  
I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y ,  conducted t e s t s  on t op  of t h e  rock  i n  t h e  a r e a  planned f o r  
a  walkway. E igh t  new f e a t u r e s  were l oca t ed .  Attempts were made t o  r e l o c a t e  e a r l i e r  
work bu t  on ly  one p i n  w a s  l o c a t e d  s o  i t  was no t  p o s s i b l e  t o  p l a c e  a l l  p rev ious  
excava t ions  on a  s i n g l e  map. As  w i th  prev ious  work , fea tures  l o c a t e d  were mainly p i t s  
con t a in ing  mixed European and Ind i an  m a t e r i a l s .  

L i t t l e  in format ion  about t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of Fo r t  S t .  Louis has  been ob ta ined  from 
t h e s e  excava t ions .  There has  been a  cons ide rab l e  amount of e ro s ion  on t h e  rock. 
A r t i f a c t s  found i nc lude  European m a t e r i a l  such a s :  b r a s s  s c r a p ,  a  b r a s s  bu t t on ,  
v a r i o u s  i t e m s  of i r o n ,  l e a d  s h o t ,  and Ind i an  s t y l e  i t e m s  such a s  t i n k l i n g  cones 
made from b r a s s .  Nat ive American m a t e r i a l s  included kn ives  and p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  
of c h e r t  and she rds  of t h e  Langford, F i s h e r  and LaSal le  s e r i e s .  Ma te r i a l s  expec tab le  
t o  a r e a s  r e s i d e d  i n  by t h e  French were l a ck ing  o r  r a r e ,  such a s  b o t t l e  g l a s s ,  f a i e n c e  
o r  glazed ear thenware and b u i l d i n g  hardware. 
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Starved Rock is  loca t ed  i n  t h e  NWL$ of t h e  NWk of Sec t ion  22 ,  Township 33 North, 
Range 2 Eas t .  The o u t l i n e  of t h e  promontory is roughly i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  510 
f o o t  contour  l i n e  on t h e  USGS Starved Rock 7.5 quadrangle.  

The Nat iona l  H i s t o r i c  Landmark boundary has  been drawn t o  enc lose  t h e  rock formation 
c a l l e d  Starved Rock and a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  a r e a  of park land around i t ,  which provides  
a n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c  f o r t  s i te ,  exc lus ive  of modern park f a c i l i t i e s ,  
and bounded on t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t  by n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s .  

Beginning a t  t h e  northwest  co rne r  and proceeding i n  a counter-clockwise d i r e c t i o n ,  
from a po in t  on t h e  bank of t h e  I l l i n o i s  River ,  about 300 f e e t  w e s t  of t h e  west l i n e  
of Sec t ion  22, T 33 N ,  R 2 E ,  the boundary runs due south  f o r  approximately 1100 f e e t ;  
thence due e a s t  approximately 800 f e e t  t o  t h e  streambed of French Canyon; thence i n  
a gene ra l l y  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  fo l lowing  t h e  stream (o r  canyon f l o o r )  t o  t h e  
south  bank of  t h e  I l l i n o i s  River;  thence a long  t h e  sou th  r i v e r  bank wes t e r ly  t o  t h e  
beginning po in t .  


